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200 Park Ave 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assignment 
 
It was our assignment to physically inspect trees in the survey area based on a topographic map 
provided by the client. We were to map, tag and compile data for each tree and write an 
inventory/survey report documenting my observations.  
 
Summary 
 
This survey provides a numbered map and complete and detailed information for each tree 
surveyed. There are four trees included in this report.  Three of the trees are protected trees 
under San Jose’s tree protection ordinance-size trees.  All four trees are recommended for 
removal due the fact that the Tree of heaven is an invasive species that will crowd out native 
plant life wherever it establishes itself.  These trees are hazardous as they mature, becoming 
very large and brittle and are prone to failures. 
 
Discussion 
 
All the trees surveyed were examined and then rated based on their individual health and 
structure according to the table following. For example, a tree may be rated “good” under the 
health column for excellent/vigorous appearance and growth, while the same tree may be 
rated “fair/poor” in the structure column if structural mitigation is needed. More complete 
descriptions of how health and structure are rated can be found under the “Methods” section 
of this report. The complete list of trees and all relevant information, including their health and 
structure ratings, their “protected/significant” status, a map and recommendations for their 
care can be found in the data sheet that accompanies this report. 
 

Rating Health Structure 

Good excellent/vigorous flawless 

Fair/good no significant health concerns very stable 

Fair showing initial or temporary 
disease, pests or lack of vitality. 
measures should be taken to 
improve health and appearance. 

routine maintenance needed such as 
pruning or end weight reduction as tree 
grows 

Fair/poor in decline, significant health issues significant structural weakness(es), 
mitigation needed, mitigation may or may 
not preserve the tree 

Poor dead or near dead hazard 
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Methods 
 
The trunks of the trees are measured using an arborist’s diameter tape at 54” above soil grade. 
In cases where the main trunk divides below 54”, the tree is measured (per San Jose’s tree 
protection ordinance) at the point where the trunks divide. In these cases, the height of that 
measurement is given in the note’s column on the attached data sheet. The canopy height and 
spread are estimated using visual references only.  
 
The condition of each tree is assessed by visual observation only from a standing position 
without climbing or using aerial equipment. No invasive equipment is used. Consequently, it is 
possible that individual tree(s) may have internal (or underground) health problems or 
structural defects, which are not detectable by visual inspection. In cases where it is thought 
further investigation is warranted, a “full tree risk assessment” is recommended. This 
assessment may be inclusive of drilling or using sonar equipment to detect internal decay and 
include climbing or the use of aerial equipment to assess higher portions of the tree. 
 
The health of an individual tree is rated based on leaf color and size, canopy density, new shoot 
growth and the absence or presence of pests or disease  
 
Individual tree structure is rated based on the growth pattern of the tree (including whether it 
is leaning); the presence or absence of poor limb attachments (such as co-dominant leaders); 
the length and weight of limbs and the extent and location of apparent decay. For each tree, a 
structural rating of fair or above indicates that the structure can be maintained with routine 
pruning such as removing dead branches and reducing end weight as the tree grows. A 
fair/poor rating indicates that the tree has significant structural weaknesses and corrective 
action is warranted. The notes section for that tree will then recommend a strategy/technique 
to improve the structure or mitigate structural stresses. A poor structural rating indicates that 
the tree or portions of the tree are likely to fail and that there is little that can constructively be 
done about the problem other than removal of the tree or large portions of the tree. Very large 
trees that are rated Fair/Poor for structure AND that are near structures or in an area 
frequently traveled by cars or people, receive an additional **CONSIDER REMOVAL” notation 
under recommendations. This is included because structural mitigation techniques do not 
guarantee against structural failure, especially in very large trees. Property owners may or may 
not choose to remove this type of tree but should be aware that if a very large tree experiences 
a major structural failure, the danger to nearby people or property is significant. 
 
Survey Area Observations  
 
The property is located in a semi industrial part of the City of San Jose. The lot is rectangular 
and is flat. 
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Tree Health on This Property 
 
All the trees in the survey area receive a fair/good rating.  Individual issues and 
recommendations for each tree are listed under the “Notes” column on the accompanying data 
sheet.  
 
Tree Structure on This Property 
 
Ideally, trees are pruned for structure when young and are properly mainained to reduce end-
weight as they grow. This practice prevents excessively long, lateral branches that are prone to 
breaking off due to weight or wind.  All four trees receive a fair structure rating.  
 
Local Regulations Governing Trees 
 

Street Trees 
Street trees are those located in the public right-of-way between the curb and sidewalk; 
in some locations, the public right-of-way may be up to 12 feet from the curb. The City’s 
Department of Transportation (DOT) provides no-cost permits for pruning street trees 
and oversees their removal. It is illegal to prune or remove a street tree without a 
permit; fines up to $15,000 per tree may apply. Get a permit by visiting DOT's Street 
Trees and Permits web page, or contact the City Arborist at 408-794-1901 
or arborist@sanjoseca.gov. 
 
Heritage Trees 
The City's Heritage Tree List identifies more than 100 trees with special significance to 
the community because of their size, history, unusual species, or unique quality. This list 
may be updated to add or delete certain trees; see the City's Heritage Tree Map. 
Pursuant to Chapter 13.28 of the San Jose Municipal Code, it is illegal to prune or 
remove a heritage tree without first consulting the City Arborist and obtaining a permit; 
fines up to $30,000 per tree may apply. For questions regarding Heritage Trees, please 
contact the City Arborist at (408) 794-1901 or arborist@sanjoseca.gov 
 
Ordinance-Size Trees 
An ordinance-size tree on private property is either: 

 Single Trunk - 38 inches or more in circumference at 4 1/2 feet above ground, or 
 Multi-trunk - The combined measurements of each trunk circumference, at 4 1/2 

feet above ground, add up to 38 inches or more in circumference. 
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I certify that the information contained in this report is correct to the best of my knowledge and 
that this report was prepared in good faith. Please call me if you have questions or if I can be of 
further assistance.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
 

 
Michael P. Young 
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Adam S. Mayberry, AIA
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